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Cramped Parking, Cracked Sidewalks, and
the Coming Plans for UAH's Campus

NEWS BRIEFS
On Oct. 19. 2009. the UAH
Alumni Association will honor
outstanding UAH alumni with the
Alumni of Achievement Award.
The Alumni of Achievement Award
is the highest honor the Alumni As
sociation can give and is annually
awarded to UAH graduates who
have gone on to become distin
guished members of society.

ing Facility helps the south side
of
campus, it does little for the
Staff Writer
north side since many students do
not want to park on the south side
A major topic between students
and faculty this fall is the parking of campus if their classes are on
the north side. According to Dave
and the upkeep of the sidewalks on
Williams' online blog at www.
the UAH campus. With the limited
uah.edu/president/blog/index.php,
amount of spaces, the parking lot
however,
the Intermodal Facility is
areas
around
the
north
side
of
cam
See ALUMNI on Pg. 3
pus - the University Center, Mor intended to help with the campus
parking issues as a whole, as well
ton Hall, and Roberts Hall - remain
to help encourage the student body
congested, especially around noon
to become more physically active.
every day. "We realize our parking
Ideas such as a bicycle locker
on the north end of campus is 95%
and
a campus bus service for the
utilized during certain times of the
parking
facility have been suggest
UAH has a small, yet ac day and we recognize the need for
ed
by
students.
Due to the amount
tive, Greek community that offers expansion in the near future," said
of
space
the
lockers
would take
many benefits to those looking to Mike Finnegan, assistant vice pres
up
though,
the
Facilities
and Op
ident of Facilities and Operations.
get more active on campus. "Go
erations
Administration
abandoned
Across
Holmes
Avenue,
on
ing Greek" is a multi-step process,
the south side of campus (consist the idea. However, there are plans
leading to full-fledged member
ing
of the Shelby Center, the Fit to cover some of the bicycle racks
ship in a fraternity/sorority.
around campus to keep bicycles
ness Center and Madison Hall), the
out of the weather. As for the cam
Intermodal
Parking
Facility,
which
See GREEK on Pg. 4
opened in September of 2008. pus bus system, a detailed analysis
regulates any parking problems the conducted showed not enough peo
ple would use the system to make
area may experience. Construction
for the facility came from federal a profit.
Another
topic
circulating
transit funding dollars. This means
around
campus
is
the
raise
in cost
that UAH paid for 20 percent of the
of
the
required
parking
decal
by
A canoe made of concrete may cost of the facility, while the Fed
$85.
This
increase
from
$35
to
$
120
eral Transit Administration paid
seem counterproductive, but not to
caused some students to seek ways
for the other 80 percent.
members of the American Society
While the Intermodal Park to try to escape the charge. Many
of Civil Engineers (ASCE). Each
summer, this organization holds its
National Concrete Canoe Compe
tition (NCCC), in which students
from more than 200 universities in
accommodate 402 students as well
LISA BARBELLA
the United States and Canada build
as the university housing offices.
Senior
News
Writer
and race their best concrete canoes
The $29,797,994 project will help
in regional competitions hoping to
UAH achieve its goal of increasing
The
latest
addition
to
the
UAH
qualify for this tournament.
both enrollment and the percentage
campus, a new residence hall and
See CANOE on Pg. 5 food services building, is currently of students living on campus.
The new student housing was
under construction. The build
designed
in the U-shape traditional
ing. which will be located next to
to
UAH
dorms in order to create
the Intermodal Parking Facility
a
green
quad
for student use. The
on John Wright Drive, is set to be
quad
will
be
adjacent to an open
completed by the fall 2010 semes
The UAH women's volleyball
field
which
will
contain a water
ter.
team will be playing in its invi
feature
such
as
a
lake or fountain
The new residence hall will
tational tournament Sept. 11-12,
ANNA SHAVERS

ARTS R LEISURE
BRIEFS

SCIENCE R TECH
BRIEFS

students joined pro
test groups through
Facebook, while oth
ers began carpooling
with fellow class
mates.
Even some of the
staff disliked this sud
den increase in price.
Linda
Kirkham,
budget analyst for
the Office of Inter
national
Programs
and Services, felt the
increase was alarm
ing. "I am astounded
at the increase in fees
for parking permits.
I am not alone. I am
hearing disgruntled
faculty, staff and stu
dents all over campus
who are upset with
the fee increase," said
Kirkham.
Uneven sidewalks become obstacles for disabled students.
According to the
Photo by: Nick Franklin
administration, this increase in the
lot
resurfacing,
improved lighting,
parking decal was mandatory in
road
repairs,
and
signage."
order to pay for the costs to help
While
students
and faculty
repair conditions around the cam
expressed
their
disapproval
of the
pus. The university police's public
parking
decal
price,
the
adminissafety Web site states. "These fees
are essential to fund costs associ
See SIDEWALK on Pg. 2
ated with parking such as parking

New Residence Hall to Open Fall 2010

SPORTS BRIEFS

and can be accessed via sidewalks
connecting the spaces. The seg
ment of the building that has the
entranceway will have five stories.
The other two segments will have
four stories. The building materi
als used will match those of the
University Fitness Center and the
houses on Fraternity and Sorority
Way in order to create a look of
unity among the buildings.
See RESIDENCE HALL on Pg. 2

2009, in Spragins Hall. Teams
playing in the invitational include
Christian Brothers University, Har
ding University, Newbeny College
and the University of Montevallo.
UAH will play each team once.
See VOLLEYBALL on Pg. 6
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Projected design of the new residence hall coming to UAH in Fall 2010. Photo courtesy of UAH Facilities and Operations

UAH Produces
One of 100 Top
Young Scientists
MATT SAYAR

Senior Science & Tech Writer
Jianglong Zhang, a UAH alum
nus who currently researches atmo
spheric science at the University of
North Dakota, has been elected as
one of the top 100 young scientists
in the United States by President
Barack Obama. UAH thoroughly
prepared Zhang for the research
leading to his nomination.
"The first time I heard about
this. yes. I was surprised," said
Zhang. The Presidential Early
Career Award for Scientists and
Engineers is an award program
produced by the National Science
and Technology council. It was pi
oneered by former President Clin
ton to help acknowledge the work
flourishing
young scientists pro
duce. The official government Web
site states, "The Presidential award
is the highest honor bestowed by
the U.S. government on outstandSee SCIENTIST on Pg. 7
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tration worked on the third park
ing study to be conducted in four
years. In the studies, the parking
lots around campus were broken
down into sections. Officers then
patrolled at multiple times through
out the day to count the amount of
parking spaces available.
The study concluded that the
campus appeared to have enough
parking to accommodate all the
students and faculty on campus.
"That answer doesn't satisfy the
student or staff member looking
for a parking space at Roberts
Hall or the library parking lots five
minutes before a class starts." said
Charles Gailes, the chief of police.
According to the study, there was
only a total of three times through
out the day that parking was close
to its capacity for a specific area.
Plans to add new devices to
the campus to help the University
Police patrol are underway as well.
Currently, parking surveillance
cameras are installed at the Fitness
Center, SouthEast Campus Hous
ing and the Intermodal Parking Fa
cility. Cameras for Wilson Hall are
being reinstalled
now, while sur

veillance is being done to decide
where more cameras are needed.
While a security camera sys
tem around the school seems to
be a major concern, other things,
such as sidewalks, remain
less
significant. The jagged sidewalks
and unlevel walking areas cause
many students and faculty to watch
their step while walking from
building to building. In addition,
wheelchair-bound students have to
dodge the holes in the sidewalks.
UAH must follow the Americans
with Disability Act (ADA) which
prohibits discrimination based on
disability. Meetings about these
problems were held this past week
and showed to be productive. More
meetings are to be held in the fu
ture.
Currently, the administration
is discussing and working to re
lease the next five-year plan for
UAH. Due to budget constraints,
some of the improvements from
the last five-year plan were added
to the coming plan. This includes
construction for new buildings that
will help alleviate parking prob
lems as well as budgeting that will
fix the sidewalks.

SGA Ushers in New Semester
RAGHU GODAVARTHI

Staff Writer
The SGA Senate met Monday,
Aug. 31, and inducted freshman
Senator Lucretia "Lucy" Prater and
junior Senator Ronald "Ron" Rickhard. The new recruits expressed
an eagerness to help with the vari
ous issues the SGA currently faces
and bring fresh ideas to the table.
UAH Pep Band showed its
support by attending the meeting
to help foster enthusiasm for the
Charger hockey team. The team
plays its opening game at Notre
Dame on Oct. 9, 2009, and plans
are underway to have 100 fans ac
company the team. The cost of the
trip and possible defraying mea
sures were discussed, with a resolu
tion expected soon. One such idea

From RESIDENCE HALL on Pg. 1

Student needs and preferences
were a top priority in designing
the new hall. "We brought in a
lot of RAs, RDs, and current and
past occupants to consult. Some of
the things they asked for that we
incorporated were more counter
space, larger bedrooms and builtin closets for more storage space,"
stated Michael Finnegan, assistant
vice-president of Facilities and
Operations. The common living
areas were reduced to accommo
date larger bedrooms and the tra
ditional round dining table found
in Frank Franz, NCRH, and CCRH
was replaced with a bar area in the

is an Open House for the Charger
Hockey team with Coach Cole as a
possible attendee. A venue for the
event has yet to be decided on.
Alumnus and former SGA
President Samuel Parks and Con
sul Joanna Greer hosted the dis
cussion on the SGA's ASPIRE
program. The program, alongside
others such as the Freshman Fo
rum, Internship Program and the
Advocacy Program are targeted at
freshmen interested in joining the
SGA. To quote Parks, the program
is "pushing people to be effective
lobbyists."
Parks explained that the AS
PIRE program involves meeting
twice a month. One meeting is
mandatory, while the other is an
ice-breaker session for the par
ticipants. The participants are also

welcome at the SGA Retreat. The
STARS annual trip to rally at the
capitol steps in Montgomery is,
however, mandatory. The applica
tions are due September 9, 2009,
and will be decided upon on Sep
tember 14.
In other business, members
of the newly iniatitated UAH Stu
dent club "New Beginnings" intro
duced their club to the SGA and
were approved by the Senate. The
club aims to promote cooperation
among students who belong to sex
ual, religious or racial minorities.
The club hopes to engender open
ness within the student commu
nity through its meetings.A lively
discussion ensued with references
to previous such clubs. The mem
bers are encouraged to participate
in projects aimed to promote the
club's values.

kitchen.
The apartment style rooms
with either two or four bedrooms
per dorm room are targeted at upperclassmen who are tempted to
move off campus. The new place
ment of the walled-in bathrooms
ensures greater privacy. The top
floor features vaulted ceilings and
larger comer bedrooms. Each floor
will have a full kitchen, study and
lounge area, and laundry room. The
first floor of the entrance segment
will contain the University Hous
ing offices, an apartment for the
Residence Director, a game room
and a multi-purpose room.
The food services pavilion
will face the green quad, which

will feature patios and terraces
where students can eat and social
ize. The food court is tentatively
planned to include Chick-Fil-A, a
coffee vendor, a pizza vendor and a
convenience store.
The Intermodal Parking Facil
ity will act as the parking lot for
the new dorms. Two bike pavilions
will also be built for resident use.
The current construction plans
are phase one of a two-phase plan
for a new student housing com
pound. Phase two includes the ad
dition of second building which
will house 200-300 students and
will be situated next to the entrance
of the phase one building.

Photo bv: Nick Franklin
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Editorial: Charger Cafe Express
Lacks Quality and Variety
RAYMOND GILSTRAP &
AMBER RAUSCHKOLB
Students walking into the Uni
versity Center (UC) this semester
may have noticed that Mom's and
Jazzman's Cafe no longer exist.
Instead, a new cafe called Charger
Cafe Express has replaced those
two adored places, where students
used to enjoy ice cream, smoothies
and hot wings.
Now. instead of a scoop of va
nilla bean soft serve or a blended
strawberry treat, students can get a
hot meal that consists of an entfee
and two sides. The best part about
the new cafe is that the food is car
ry-out, which means that hungry
students can purchase a meal in the
Express Line during the busy hours
of the main cafeteria.
Morgan Finklea, a frustrated
student, commented, "It would be
better if the take-out were in Char

overcharges for sodas, priced at 94
cents. Whereas the coke machine,
when it works, costs 60 cents.
There also should be a water and
juice machine, because there is
none available in Jazzman's after
hours in the Business Building."
Students are also outraged at
the cost of the Charger Cafe Ex
press. Prices for breakfast, lunch
and dinner are the exact same in
the Express as the Cafe.
"The price is ridiculous," Ju
nior Jonathan Rosswog comment
ed recently about the Cafe. "The
services at UAH are in a sharp de
cline."
Fewer options, such as "wings
and friends," "wings and things,"
and pizza are no longer offered.

The food is pre-made and left out
under the heat lamp/steam table.
Ashley Tromba, an aggravated
student, said, "They took out the
best part. There is no point in going
into the Express. I can't even get a
damn Caesar wrap or salad."
Staff members even suggested
a few options that could cater to the
students' needs, such that the take
out not be abused. Students could
still have take-out in the Cafe and
instead of a flat rate they could be
charged by the pound or even cre
ate "combo meals."
If interested in leaving feed
back—whether positive or nega
tive—then visit the UAH Dining
Service Web site at http://www.
uah.edu/dining/fecdback.html.

•

ger Cafe."
Another positive aspect of the
new facility is that students can use
cash, credit. Charger Bucks and
other methods of payment. Other
than convenience, however, nega' five aspects outweigh the positive
among those who miss Jazzman's
Cafe's being in the UC. Instead,
Jazzman Cafe has moved to two
new locations - the Salmon Li
brary and the Business Administra
tion Building.
James Young, an irritated stu
dent, commented, "I think it's a
big waste of space, it's noisy, and
disruptive to student studying. It

Students lounging in the new Charger Cafe Express. Photo by: Jeff Sandrtdge

New Campus Club Brings
Catholics Together

UAH Catholic Association members visit the Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in
Hanccvillle. AL. Photo courtesy of Laura Seward.

LISA BARBELLA
Senior News Writer
The newly resurrected UAH
Catholic Association was formed
to promote camaraderie among
Catholic students and to educate
students who want to learn more
about the Catholic faith. The UAH
SGA officially chartered the as
sociation on June 27, 2009. The
organization holds weekly meet
ings on Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the
Campus Ministry Spiritual Cen
ter located in Southeast Housing
building 706, room C. In addition
they host open events both onand off-campus including movie
nights, mini-golf outings and trips
to Catholic spiritual centers and
landmarks. The group encourages
participation from both Catholic

and non-Catholic students who are
interested in discussing the faith
or who just want to engage in fel
lowship with -other UAH students.
Students from various religious
and cultural backgrounds joined
the association on their May 16
trip to Ave Maria Grotto and St.
Bernard Abbey in Cullman, AL.
which brought a new perspective
to the outing and. as Catholic As
sociation Secretary Laura Seward
stated, allowed the non-Catholic
students to "see something they
have never seen before." Anyone
can attend meetings or events;
there is a $10 annual fee to become
an official member. For more infor
mation contact the association via
e-mail at catholic@uah.edu or visit
their Web site at http://www.uah.
edu/catholic/index.html.

UAH Alumni to be Recognized
KELSEY THACKER
Staff Writer

Donate Plasma
For more information
call or visit:
2420 Jordan Lane
Suite L, M & N
Huntsville, AL 35816
(256)217-0345
talecrisplasma.com
* Must be 18 years of age.
* Bring valid photo ID, current proof of
address and Social Security or immigration
card.

Talecris
\
PLASMA RESOURCES

On Oct. 19, 2009. the UAH
Alumni Association will honor
outstanding UAH alumni with the
Alumni of Achievement Award.
The Alumni of Achievement Award
is the highest honor the Alumni As
sociation can give and is annually
awarded to UAH graduates who
have gone on to become distin
guished members of society.
According to Rachel Osby,
the Director of Alumni Relations,
the Alumni of Achievement Award
was created in 2001, the year
marking the 50th anniversary of
classes offered by the university.
In honor of the anniversary, 50
Alumni of Achievement Awards
were initially conferred upon UAH
alumni, though the usual number is
between five and ten. There will be
nine awards given out this year.
Any UAH alumnus can be
nominated for the Alumni of
Achievement Award. Winners are
chosen by a committee made Up of
UAH Alumni Association board
members as well as UAH faculty
and staff. Often, many winners
still reside in the Huntsville/Madison area, although winners this

year also live as far away as Wash
ington. D.C.. and California. Past
winners include attorney Elizabeth
W. Abel; the Honorable Richard
W. "Dick" Hiatt; Steven S. Hill,
cofounder of the AEgis Technolo
gies Group; and Carol L. Courtney
of Hutcheson Health System.
Nominations for the award
are accepted throughout the year,
with winners chosen in the spring.
Award nominees must have a veri
fiable record of leadership in their
community or profession, must
have graduated no less than a de
cade ago, and must have earned
at least a bachelor's degree from
UAH. Nominees who are also
donors to the university will have
preference over those who are not.
Invitations to attend the Oct. 5
luncheon honoring the 2009 Alum
ni of Achievement Award winners
will be sent out at the end of Sep
tember. Tickets to the luncheon
can also be purchased. Anyone
interested in attending the Oct. 5
luncheon can contact Rachel Osby
by emailing Rachel.Osby@uah.
edu. For more information about
the UAH Alumni Association, visit
their Web site at www.uah.edu/
alumni.
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UAH Theatre Presents...
AMBER RAUSCHKOLB

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
UAH Theatre Department
brings you an exciting line up this
fall:

A mystery. The Rimers of El
dritch, written by Lanford Wilson
and directed by Patricia Kiley and
David Harwell, will run Oct. 14,
2009, at 5:30 p.m.. Oct. 15-17,
2009 at 7:30 p.m.. and Oct. 18,
2009, at 2:30 p.m. in Chan Audi

torium, located in the Business Ad
ministration Building. The cost is
$10 for adults and $5 with student
ID for students.

A comedy. The Country Club,
written by Douglas Carter Beane
and directed by Shannon Graham,
will run Nov. 12-14. 2009, at 7:30
p.m.. Nov. 15, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.,
and Nov. 18-21, 2009. at 7:30 p.m.
in Morton Hall Studio 106. The
cost is $10 for adults and $5 with
student ID for students.

Arts & Leisure

A special presentation. Ten
Minute Plays by the UAH Acting
Class on Dec. 3, 2009, at 5:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. in Morton Hall Stu
dio 106. Admission is FREE.
And an opera. Dido and Ae
neas, written by Henry Purcell,
will run Dec. 11-12, 2009, at 7:30
p.m. and Dec. 13, 2009, at 2:30
p.m.. The costs are TBA.
Be sure to mark your calendar
and look for more info to come in
the following weeks.

What it Means to Go Greek
MATT SAYAR

Senior Science & Tech Writer
UAH has a small, yet ac
tive. Greek community that offers
many benefits to those looking to
get more active on campus. "Go
ing Greek" is a multi-step process,
leading to full-fledged member
ship in a fraternity/sorority.
The different fraternities on
campus have slightly different pro
cesses and dates, but are generally
the same. Sororities are discussed
later in the article.
Step I: Rushing-At the very
start of the semester, "rushing" in
volves hanging out at the Greeks'
houses and participating in their
events. Throughout the summer
the fraternities have activities like
barbecues, sporting events, trips to
water parks, etc. to give potential
new members a chance to become
more familiar with the brothers
and the organization. If the frater
nity enjoys your company, they'll
give you an invitation to their Bid
Night.
Step 2: Bid Night-Bid Night
is new for fraternities this semes
ter. The idea is to allow potential
new members to invite family
members to see the environment
their sons will be participating in.
They will get a chance to get tours
of the house and listen to speeches
by brothers and alumni. The "bid"
the potential new members receive

allows them to return for the offi
cial pledge initiation process.
Step 3: Pledge Initiation-Each
fraternity has a different process for
initiating pledges. A "pledge" of a
fraternity is a member who com
mits himself to a specific fraternity
without yet becoming a full-fledged
member. Each fraternity also has a
different process leading to broth
erhood, taking as long as a semes
ter. Generally, pledges have a class
to teach them about their chosen
fraternity, attend chapter events,
participate in fraternity rituals, etc.
A pledge who completes the the re
quirements becomes a brother.
Sororities have a different
process entirely for recruiting new
girls to their respective organiza
tions. Each on-campus sorority has
slightly different ways of doing
things, but they are comparable.
Step 1: Paperwork-New girls
interested in joining a sorority fill
out paperwork covering their eli
gibility to join an organization. At
this point, they're not affiliated
with either sorority on campus.
Step 2: Rushing-Girls become
more familiar with each sorority
over the course of four different
nights, starting with "Philanthropy
Night." Usually taking place on
a Wednesday, the potential new
members visit each sorority's
house to discuss the types of phil
anthropic and extracurricular activ
ities each organization participates

in. The girls then receive a second
invitation to "Skit Night," taking
place the following day. This time,
each sorority puts on a show to ex
press their fun side. The next night,
usually on Friday, is "Pres Night,"
which puts on a more serious tone,
expressing how sorority life affects
each sister, and what the sorority
can do for the new girls.
Step 3: Choices and Pledging-After Pres Night, the invited
girls get a chance to write down
which sorority they want to join,
arranged by preference. Once they
get accepted, they spend Saturday
celebrating. The pledge process
follows, in which they take classes
to learn more about their sorority,
do various activities to get to know
the sisters, etc. Towards the end of
pledging, the pledges take an exam
they need to pass in order to be
come a sister. The whole process
takes almost a couple months.
Going Greek is a great way for
students to get active on campus.
Greek members have a tremendous
impact on various campus activi
ties. including the Association for
Campus Entertainment, the Student
Government Association, TRUE
Chargers, etc. If you're looking to
share your college experience with
a bunch of like-minded people,
consider going Greek.
[Disclosure: The writer of this
article is a member of the Alpha
Tau Omega fraternity]

A Swinging Good
Time on Tuesdays
and Thursdays Nights

AMBER RAUSCHKOLB

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
Looking for a great way to get
fit and meet new people on the so
cial dance floor? Take swing class
es on campus!
The University Fitness Center
(UFC) and Huntsville Swing Dance
Society's Tabitha and Gabriel Bassett arc geared to get you into the
swing of things. They are kicking
off this fall with the Charleston.
Lessons will focus on the basics
and fundamentals of partner danc
ing. These classes will provide the
necessary tools to get you started
swinging.
Also coming are six-count
swing and eight-count swing, in
cluding the Lindy Hop. So. mark
your calendar for every Tuesday at
6:50 p.m. starting Sept. 8 and run
ning until Nov. 1,
2009.
Cost is free to UFC members (in
cluding full-time UAH students)
and $10 for those who buy an allday pass to the Fitness Center. For
more information, you can check
out HSDS's Web site. http://www.

huntsvilleswingdancesociety.org.
In addition, UAH Dance Club
presents Thursday Night Swing
(TNS) with instructor Reuel Reis
from Nashville, Tenn.
Called
"School of Reuel," the four-week
session launched Sept. 3, but it's
not too late to join in for the next
three classes (Sept. 10, 17, and 24)
at Union Grove Gallery, located
between Morton Hall and the Uni
versity Center.
Intermediate swing classes
run from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and cost
$20 per non-UAH student, or $15
per UAH student with student ID.
Beginner's Lindy Hop classes run
from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. and cost $10
per non-UAH student, or FREE per
UAH student with student ID. Fi
nally, to practice your new moves,
there will be open dancing from
9:00 to 11:00 p.m.
For more information about
TNS, contact Leighanne at vali@
hiwaay.net or at (256) 694-6020.
AND DON'T FORGET TO
BRING YOUR SOFT SOLE
SHOES!

Bharatnatyam Dance Recital
AMBER RAUSCHKOLB

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
On Saturday. Sept. 12. at 3:30
p.m., Maha Varadhan. of the Noopura Dance School, presents Noopura of Huntsville's third annual
Bharatnatyam recital, with 35 chil
dren performing. The performance
will take place in the Business Ad
ministration Building s Chan Au
ditorium. Admission is free.
Bharatnatyam reflects the best
of India; its has divine origins and
is an artistic yoga which incorpo
rates several disciplines such as art,
literature, theatre, music, painting
and poetry. The dance originated in
southern India about 5000 years ago
in the state of Tamil Nadu, which
flourished by the patronage of vari
ous kings. It has continuously been
passed down in oral tradition and

on a spiritual level, Bharatnatyam
celebrates the eternal nature of the
universe.
The dance itself is divided

So, come out to an enchant
ing afternoon of traditional Indian
dancing. Light refreshments will
be served. Attendees- will defi-

'If we approach Bharatnatyam
with humility, learn it with dedica
tion and practice it with devotion
to God,'Shringara/ which brings
out the great beauty of this dance,
can be portrayed with all the purity
of spirit."
//l

into three catagories: "NRTTA,"
the pure dance, "NRITYA." the
expressional form, and "NATYA"
a combination of nrtta and nritya
woven together.

nitely be entertained for the dura
tion of the three-hour performance.
For more information about the re
cital. call (256) 233-2781 or email
ajak@bellsouth.net
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UAH Students Helping

Campus Club Constructs Concrete
Canoe for College Competition
ERIC MORGAN

" jjte.

Staff Writer
"

A canoe made of concrete may
seem counterproductive, but not to
members of the American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE). Each
summer, this organization holds its
National Concrete Canoe Compe
tition (NCCC), in which students
from more than 200 universities in
the United States and Canada build
and race their best concrete canoes
in regional competitions hoping to
qualify for this tournament. The
Southeast Regional Conference
will be held in March at Auburn
University, while this year's NCCC
will be held in San Luis Obispo,
CA. hosted by California Poly
technic State University. Winning
teams are awarded the title of Na
tional Champion and a modest sum
of academic scholarship money.
Scores are broken down into
four categories. Twenty-five per
cent of a team's score comes from
its performance in five races, which
include a separate sprint and dis
tance race for men and women, and
one coed race. The second twen
ty-five percent of the score comes
from a report which explains the
construction process and speci
fications of the canoe. Another
twenty-five percent is determined
by a presentation given in front of
judges, and the remaining twentyfive percent comes from the actual
finished product. UAH Concrete
Canoe Club President Jorge Cacciatorc stated that it is crucial to
score well in all categories. He
explained that a college with the
"best athletes, but a horrible pre
sentation" would be unlikely to
finish in the top places.
Many subtleties go into the
design of a good concrete canoe.
Typically, the canoes are about
20 feet long and weigh around

4
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^^ete Canoe Team
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Canoes made by the members ojthe American Society of Civil Engineers.
Photo by: Jason Varnedoe

100-135 pounds. More important,
though, is the concrete mixture
used to build the canoe. Teams
spend hours researching and refin
ing the perfect mixture. Cacciatore
explained that the UAH team has
been very successful in its mix
tures by using low density aggre
gates and materials that strengthen
the concrete mixture.
Cacciatore has set big goals
for the UAH branch of the ASCE
this year, which is celebrating its
25th anniversary as a student orga
nization at this university. "We'll
be victorious this year." he pro
claimed, "and one of my goals as
president is to not only dominate
in the concrete canoe competition,
but to be in the top five overall in
the ASCE Southeast Regional Con
ference." He went on to say, "Win
ning a championship in itself is not
our main goal, but rather to create a
team that performs as a well-oiled
machine where every single part
is necessary in order to achieve a
common objective. From the bolt
to the motor, everyone is valuable
in our team."

- The Exponent

Winners of the Concrete Ca
noe regional competitions qualify
to compete at the national level.
However, regional competitions are
about more than just the concrete
canoe. They also test every aspect
of civil engineering. For example,
there is a surveying competition, in
which UAH placed first last year,
and a concrete disc golf competi
tion, in which UAH placed third.
In 2008, UAH came in second in
the regional concrete canoe com
petition, just below the University
of Florida, so both teams qualified
for the national tournament.
Team UAH has competed in
the NCCC 15 times since its start,
and has finished in the top ten ev
ery single time. More impressive
ly. Team UAH holds five national
titles and is tied with the Univer
sity of California-Berkeley and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
for the most championship wins.
It also has won several awards in
cluding Best Display, Best Design
Paper, and Best Overall for mul-

See CANOE on Pg. 7

Agricultural Center in Zambia
ERIC MORGAN &
RAGHU GODAVARTHI
Staff Writers
The Engineers Without Bor
ders (EWB) chapter of UAH is
coordinating with the Huntsville
Professionals chapter to help with
various projects at the Mujila Falls
Agricultural Center in extreme
northwest Zambia. The area is
home to the Lunda-Ndcmbu tribe,
who are traditionally hunter-gath
erers. Through the efforts of the
Center, the tribe is being trained in
agriculture and animal
husbandry, as malnutri
tion is still a problem.
Reverend Paul Web
ster spends his time
between Zambia and
Wisconsin and is the onground contact for the
program.
In line with EWBUSA's charter, the chap
ters will be involved in a
long-term program and
will participate in sever
al projects. The present
focus of the project is to
connect with the com

munity, something that will most
likely happen during a Pre-Assessment trip later this year. The trip
will also focus on understanding
the needs of the Center, and will
prepare a plan for the program.
The UAH Chapter is currently
recruiting student members to help
with the various tasks, including
researching and learning about in
stalling hydraulic ram pumps, drip
irrigation and soil testing. Interest
ed students may visit http://www.
uah.edu/student_Iife/organizations/ewb-uah.

Maps courtesy of CIA The World Factboook

THURSDAYS - LADIES NIGHT
ail ladies get in FREE.
enjoy great drink specials
FRIDAYS - 3 FOR, ALL
with DJ Keibot
www .sammytspiace .com

[E LATEST INFO with VIP Text Alerts
Text SAMMY to 83361
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Volleyball Invitational
This Weekend
ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer

The UAH women's volleyball
team will be playing in its invi
tational tournament Sept. 11-12,
2009, in Spragins Hall. Teams
playing in the invitational include
Christian Brothers University, Har
ding University, Newberry College
and the University of Montevallo.
UAH will play each team once.
"I'm confident that we can win
every game," outside hitter Jessie
Ruple affirmed, "as long as every
one keeps their head in the game."

The team has already started
the season off well, winning its
first two games, and hopes to have
a much stronger season than they
had last year. Ms. Ruple stated
that the team is "very dedicated
this year" and has been practic
ing much more than last year. The
team practices as a group more
than 15 hours every week and each
player works out privately.
Following is the schedule
for the invitational tournament,
so come out this weekend to sup
port the UAH women's volleyball
team.

Friday, Sept. 11, 10:00 a.m., UAH vs. Christian Brothers
Friday, Sept: 11, 12:30 p.m, UAH vs. Harding
Saturday, Sept. 12, 11:30 a.m., UAH vs. Newberry
Saturday, Sept. 12,4:30 p.m., UAH vs. Montevallo

CHARGER SPORTS CALENDAR

Men's Soccer
Record 0-2-1. GSC 0-0-0
August 28
Concordia College
Chargers

1
0

August 30
Shorter
Chargers

3
2

September 7
Trevecca Naz.
Chargers

2
2

Men's Soccer
Regular 0-2-1 Gulf South 0-0-0
September 11
September 15
September 19

0
2

August 30
Shorter
Chargers

1
2

September 4
Auburn
Chargers

3
2

September 11
September 15
September 18

Head Coach Roy Heintz to lead the Women's Basketball team.

Photo courtesy of UAH Athletics.

ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer

Former Florida State assistant
coach Roy Heintz will take over as
head coach of the UAH women's
basketball team, following Jeff
Keller's resignation earlier this
year.
Heintz served as Florida State
University's assistant coach from
2000-2002. For the past seven
years, however, he has been the
women's basketball head coach for
Covenant College, a small school
in Lookout Mountain. GA. near
Chattanooga. He held a winning
record at the college, and in his
final season with Covenant, he led
the team to a championship win in
the Appalachian Athletic Confer
ence Tournament.
When the position at UAH
opened, Heintz immediately sent
his resume to the university direc

tor of athletics, Jim Harris. While
awaiting a decision, Heintz held
off on accepting any other opportu
nities in athletics because coaching
UAH women's basketball is what
he really wanted todo. When asked
why he felt so strongly, Heintz re
plied, "[UAH] has all the ingredi
ents to be successful." Particularly,
he was drawn by the "incredible
academic ^jftgram" and loyal fan
support of the university.
Three months after submitting
his resume. Heintz was offered
the position, which he eagerly ac
cepted. He is looking forward to
coaching a great group of athletes
and is optimistic that he can deliver
positive results as the university's
11th women's coach.
Heintz encourages all of his
players to be successful both on
and off the court, or as he put it,
"champions in the game of life."
He expects his players to sit near

September 4
Charleston
Chargers

3
2

September 4
Francis Marion
Chargers

3
0

Clayton State-Away
Montevallo-Home
Faulkner-Home

4 pm
1:30 pm
3 pm

Volleyball
Record 4-5 Gulf South 0-0
September 10
September 11-12
September 11
September 11
September 12
September 12
September 15
September 18
September 19
September 22

Volleyball
Record 4-5 GSC 0-0

Ambitious New Coach to Head
Women's Basketball Team

7:30 pm
4 pm
1 pm

Women's Soccer
Regular 2-0-1 Gulf South 0-0-0

Women's Soccer
Record 2-1-0 GSC 0-0-0
August 28
Limestone
Chargers

Clayton State-Away
Martin Methodist-Home
Covenant-Away

Henderson State
6 pm
UAH/Country Inn & Suites Invitational
Christian Brothers
10 am
12:30 pm
Harding
Newberry
11:30 am
4:30 pm
Montevallo
6 pm
Shorter
Southern Arkansas
4:30 pm
10 am
Henderson State
5 pm
Emory
Cross Country

September 5
North Carolina
Chargers

0
3

September 5
Erskine
Chargers

0
3

the front of their classes and
be involved in community
activities.
Heintz would
like his team to be ranked
in the Women's Basketball
Coaches Association's Aca
demic Top 25, which ranks
teams according to their av
erage GPA. Last year, the
top 25 GPAs ranged from
3.36 to 3.69. and Heintz
wants UAH to make the list
this year.
He also organizes a
reading program for local
elementary schools. Heintz,
who reads a book every
week, loves to read and
wants to "instill a passion"
into children to be readers.
He and his players go to ele
mentary schools to promote
reading, often by offering
incentives such as free ad
mission to games. Heintz
believes that athletes have
a "tremendous influence"
on youths because they can
"make [reading] cool."
The season kicks off
this November with the
first game at Spragins Hall
against non-conference foe
the University of the South
Tigers. Coach Heintz and
the 2009-2010 Lady Char
gers are encouraging stu
dents. faculty, and alumni
to come out to support the
team this season.
For more information
about UAH athletics visit
www.uahchargers.com.

September 12
September 19

Fleet Feet Sports/Earl Jacoby Memorial (5k, 8k)
Mississippi State Invitational (5k, 8k)
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From SCIENTIST on Pg, 1
ing young scientists and engineers
beginning their independent ca
reers."
With the millions of scientists
and engineers in America, only the
best and brightest are appointed to
the top 100.
Jianglong Zhang was nominat
ed by the Department of Defense
for his research in "improving vis
ibility and aerosol analysis and
forecasting through integrated use
of ground-based, space-borne ob
servations and numerical models."
Aerosols in the atmosphere affect
our climate in profound ways not
yet fully understood by the scien
tific community, and with climate
change on the forefront of many
eco-friendly minds, his research
could prove valuable to the healthy
future of our planet.
"UAH did a wonderful job
in preparing me for my future re
search," said Zhang. With a special
nod toward Dr. Sundar Christopher,
Zhang is especially grateful for all
the support and guidance UAH's
Atmospheric Science Department
provides. In his current position
teaching graduate and undergradu
ate courses at UND, Zhang strives
to excite students in research.
Asked if he hopes to inspire other
young scientists with his nomina
tion, he stated, "I sincerely hope
so."

XKCD
DEAR VARIOUS PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, CO-WORKERS,
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tiple years.
Team UAH has already started
preparing for the 2010 competition
with its canoe themed "Superchar
ger." Fifteen members are return
ing from last year, and new mem
bers are being recruited. Meetings
will be held in TH. For more infor
mation, interested students should
visit the team on its website, www.
teamuah.org.

ASK SOMEONE
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OR GIVE OR
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PLEASE PRINT THIS FLOWCHART our AND TAPE rr NEAR VCUR SCREEN.
CONGRATULATIONS; YOU'RE NOW THE LOCAL COMPUTER EXPERT.

Sudoku

Complete the grid so that every row colmnn and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

Solutions to last issue's puzzle:

7

8
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Now Hiring
Writers For Fall
and Spring
Semester!
The UAH student newspaper is looking
for motivated students who need a part
time job and want to take part in creat
ing the only student-run news service
on campus. Here \s a couple of reasons
why you should join:

It's fun!
Flexible Hours.
Get paid to write.
Be on top of all the fresh news.
Good experience & great for your resume!

Interested? Here's
how to apply:
Submit your writing sample and/or questions to
exponent.editor@gmail.Gom. Or Visit ChargerPath
at: Mtp://coop-uah-csm.symplicity.com/students
to register and fill out an online application.

